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Confirm permit number
Insert recycling logo, GCIU logo

RECENT MILESTONES

November 2003
I-5 Corridor Access Hearing

April 2003
FHWA approves connection  
of SR 509 to I-5

March 2003
Final EIS completed with 
Record of Decision by FHWA 

Keep in mind . . .
» SR 509 Corridor Access Hearing

» Spring 2004

» Date, time & location to be determined

The purpose of the hearing is to present right-of-way 
drawings affecting properties along the SR 509 extension 
between SR 99 and just north of South 188th Street/12th 
Place South in SeaTac. Affected property owners will 
receive hearing notices through advance mailings.
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Stepping forward in 2004
Nickel Funding Package Advances SR 509/I-5 Project. 

With the passage of last year’s Legislative Transportation 
Funding Package (the “Nickel Package”) WSDOT is in a posi-
tion to make several advances on the SR 509/I-5 project. In 
total, we received $35 million that will be used to continue 
design work, begin some construction and to purchase prop-
erty needed for the project.

There is $15 million set aside to purchase the initial, 
most critical properties meeting the priority criteria: 

» Parcels required for wetland mitigation;
» Parcels along the west side of I-5 between SR 516 (Kent–

Des Moines Road) and approximately South 212th Street;
» Limited parcels where the threat of imminent develop-

ment exists; and
» Parcels qualifying as hardship acquisitions.
In the early part of the year, WSDOT real estate services staff 

and representatives will be contacting the owners of all critical 
properties to begin discussions about acquisition, 
including appraisals. We expect approval of final 
right-of-way plans by the summer of 2004, which 
would allow acquisitions to proceed on these criti-
cal parcels. 
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For more information . . .
Go to www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/
I5DesMoinesWaySouth188St or contact:

John H. White, P.E., Project Engineer 
Washington State Dept of Transportation
6431 Corson Avenue South, MS 61
Seattle, WA 98108-3445
Phone: (206) 768-5680
Fax: (206) 768-5785
E-mail: whitejh@wsdot.wa.gov

Looking 
ahead

More than two miles of new freeway will 
complete the SR 509 corridor, which — along 
with the proposed Alaskan Way Viaduct im-
provements to the north — will provide an al-
ternate route to I-5.

Over six miles of new I-5 lanes will be built 
from SeaTac to Federal Way (including the SR 
516 interchange and a new connection to the 
Kent South 228th Corridor Extension).



Executive Committee
City of SeaTac, Council Member, Chair

Washington State Department of 
Transportation, Urban Corridors 
Administrator

City of Des Moines, Council Member

King County Council, Council Member

Port of Seattle, Commissioner

City of Kent, Mayor

Steering Committee
City of SeaTac, Co-Chair

Washington State Department  
of Transportation, Co-Chair

City of Des Moines

City of Burien

City of Kent

City of Federal Way

City of Normandy Park

Metropolitan King County

Port of Seattle

Sound Transit

Federal Highway Administration

Federal Aviation Administration

Public Citizen

What’s Next?
Looking into Design-Build 
To deliver the project most effectively, staff are 
investigating construction methods, includ-
ing Design-Build. Typically, highway projects 
have followed a traditional method, which in-
volves staff design and engineering work fol-
lowed by contract bidding for construction. 
In contrast, the Design-Build method tasks 
the contractor with completing the final de-
sign as well as building the project. Currently, 
Design-Build is being used for constructing 
the second Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

Visualizing the future SR 509
WSDOT assembled a team of regional planners 
and landscape architects to develop a consis-
tent and appealing visual look for the SR 509 
extension. This will provide guidance for the 
final project design on items such as bridges, 
noise walls, landscaping, and pedestrian and 
bicycle paths.

Roadway design and stormwater 
Project elements the team will address this 
summer include: roadway alignment design; 
stormwater facilities; right-of-way plan de-
velopment; locations and sizes of bridges, 
retaining walls, and drainage structures; and 
construction staging. Work will also proceed on locating existing utility lines: water, 
electricity, gas, sewer, cable and telephone. This work will define where specific utility 
lines are, and if they need to be moved to accommodate the project’s limits. 

Partnerships to restore the Des Moines Creek Basin, save money
WSDOT is working with King County Department of Natural Resources, the Cities 
of SeaTac and Des Moines, and the Port of Seattle to fund the Des Moines Creek 
Basin Plan (DCBP). This series of improvement projects will improve water quality 
and stream health. 

Of the $10 million in the 2003 Nickel Package, up to $9 million is for construction 
of the DCBP, with funds going initially to the Marine View Drive bridge replacement 
project which will remove a major fish passage barrier along Des Moines Creek. The 
results: restoration and enhancement of the stream bed and banks within the immedi-
ate vicinity, and reduced stormwater construction costs for the project. Construction 
is planned to begin in 2004.

WSDOT has also completed an agreement with the City of SeaTac that will save 
time and money and reduce inconvenience to the public. SeaTac has agreed to re-
grade a portion of International Boulevard (SR 99) in 2004, thus reducing future con-
struction impacts related to SR 509. 

More than two miles of new 
freeway complete the SR 509 
corridor, which — along with 
the proposed Alaskan Way 
Viaduct improvements to the 
north — provides an alternate 
route to I-5.

Over six miles of new I-5 lanes 
will be built from SeaTac to 
Federal Way (including the SR 
516 interchange and a new con-
nection to the Kent South 228th 
Corridor Extension).

A new SR 509 interchange 
access at South 200th 
Street will provide a con-
nection to the South Access 
Expressway and SeaTac’s new 
24th/28th corridor.

The Des Moines Creek Park 
bike and pedestrian path will 
be extended more than one 
mile, from South 200th Street, 
to South 188th Street.

Relieving I-5 congestion, the 
project will divert over 5,000 
trucks from I-5’s South Center 
Hill each day. 

Nickel Funding Package
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/nickel/default.htm

The State’s Nickel Funding Package, which supports numer-
ous ongoing and planned transportation projects throughout 
Washington provides current funding for the project. $35 million 
of these funds have been reserved for the SR 509/I-5 improve-
ments. That money breaks down into three elements:

» $10 million for design,
» $10 million for construction, and
» $15 million for right-of-way acquisitions to purchase the 

first properties needed to move forward. 
This money is crucial for continuing progress on the SR 509-

I-5 Project, but is nowhere near enough to complete the work. 
WSDOT is working closely with the RTID (see column to right) to 
keep SR 509 in the RTID funding proposal.

Other Nickel Projects in the area
The nickel gas tax funds transportation improvements through-
out the state, including highway, ferry and transit projects. For 
more information on the status of other Nickel Projects, go to 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/nickel.

What is RTID?
RTID stands for Regional Transportation Improvement District. This 
region-wide transportation investment group — authorized by the 
legislature and made up of county commissioners — is tasked with 
crafting a funding package and revenue sources and a transportation 
project list for Snohomish, Pierce and King Counties. Members of 
RTID will recommend a package to the voters for approval. 

Potential RTID funds are the only currently identified source 
of money to fund the completion of the SR 509-I-5 project. For 
more information, visit the RTID website at: www.rtid.dst.wa.us.

Project Funding 

The SR 509/I-5 project works in concert with other area improvements.

WSDOT prohibits discrimination
WSDOT assures full compliance 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 by prohibiting discrimina-
tion based on race, color, national 
origin, and sex in the provision 
of benefits and services. For 
more information about the 
Department’s Title VI Program, 
please call the WSDOT Title VI 
Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.

Information for disabled, deaf 
or hard-of-hearing persons 
Individuals requiring reasonable 
accommodation may request 
written materials in alternative 
formats, sign-language interpret-
ers, physical accessibility accom-
modations, or other reasonable 
accommodation by calling:
1-800-833-6584 (Teletype/TTY),
1-800-833-6385 (Telebraille),
1-877-833-6341 (speech-to-speech),
1-800 833-6384 (voice), or
1-877-833-6384 (Spanish TTY).

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


